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Christchurch-Here we Are! 
We have jumped into life in Christchurch like’s its our job, and 
that’s because it is! We anticipated the move to Christchurch 
being more difficult than moving to Auckland, and we were 
correct. Moving to a city where we knew no one brought with it 
many challenges, but we are starting to get the feel for life in this 
new city. 

One of our biggest goals right now is just to become ‘regulars’ in 
our community. "ough the planning and preparation for 
ge#ing the church going are important, we are even more 
focused on meeting people in these $rst few months. 

We have been doing our best to become friendly and familiar 
faces at many places around town. Slowly but surely this is 
beginning to pay off and we are starting to meet people. 

Shortly a&er moving in, we joined a community class  
(photoshop 101) that meets once a week. In addition to being a 
great creative outlet for us, we are starting to have some great 
conversations with our teacher and some of our classmates. 

Another way that has been great for us to meet people is 
through joining the Queen Elizabeth II Centre (the gym-more 
commonly called the QEII) We’ve enjoyed classes there and 
started to connect with some people our age as we workout in 
the evenings.

"e Church staff (Hamish, Nate, Joe, and Amy) have been busy 
with the preparations for the church in meeting with church 
leaders throughout Christchurch, searching for a venue, 
planning out services and outreach, working on marketing and 
advertising, and planning important events for the church as we 
try to become a recognized organization in New Zealand. 
Continue reading for our newest development! 

WhatÕs in a Name?
One of our  main goals upon arrival to Christchurch, was 
se#ling on a name for our church.  From brainstorming to 
ranking to ge#ing feedback from some Kiwis, we have been 
busy with this exciting but weighty task.    

A&er much debate and even more prayer, we have decided upon 
the name that will be the main identity of not only our church 
plant, but also what we hope to accomplish here in 
Christchurch, and New Zealand as a whole.  So, without further 
ado, the winner is...


          
 
 re|church

We believe that this name encapsulates what we desire to 
accomplish with this church plant - we want to bring the people 
of New Zealand back to church.  We want them to try it again.  
We want them to rediscover the faith and tradition that 90% of 
New Zealanders have abandoned.

While we are eager to retain and celebrate our Restoration 
Movement heritage, the terms “Christian Church” and “Church 
of Christ” carry different weight in New Zealand than they do in 
the U.S.  In fact, some churches in New Zealand have used these 
titles to promote a wide variety of doctrines and practices.

So, in an effort to give the church a clean start and a fresh 
reputation, without any of the connotations that surround any 
existing congregations, we have omi#ed these suffixes from the 
name.  However, we remain true to our doctrinal roots, and we 
carry on the legacy of what the Restoration Movement was 
about - a church that honors Christ by focusing on Scripture, 
emphasizing unity, and recapturing the purposes of church 
displayed in the New Testament.
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Prayer Points 

Christchurch
Please pray for the city of Christchurch, 
especially the north east side of the city. Pray 
that God will create a longing in people’s hearts 
to know Him.

Relationships
One of our main goals right now is trying to 
meet people in our community. Please pray 
that God opens up doors for us to meet people 
as we are out at the gym, community classes, 
the library and local cafes.

Venue 
We are actively searching for the perfect 
meeting spot for our church. We are checking 
out sports clubs, community halls, old 
churches, empty storefronts and movie 
theaters. Will you pray with us that God will 
provide the perfect venue in the perfect 
location at a great price for our church? 

Family 
A&er spending a lot of time with family over 
furlough, we seem to miss them more. 
Although we are thankful for the ease of long 
distance communication that comes with 
modern technology, it doesn’t replace being 
present for important events. We are missing 
graduations, birthdays, and even the birth of 
our $rst niece soon. Please pray for us and our 
families as we balance the distance in our 
relationships. 

Home
It feels so great to be in a house and in a city 
that we love! Praise God for providing us and 
our team mates with houses shortly a&er 
arriving in Christchurch. 

Fundraising
We are over halfway to our fundraising goals 
for the church plant. Please pray that God will 
continue to give us new partnerships with 
churches who are willing to help get the 
church going. Praise God for our personal 
funds -- we are over 90% to our living expenses 
and over 50% of our ministry expenses. 

Home Sweet Home
We are so thankful about the house that God has provided us with. We were 
able to $nd a house to rent right in the middle of the area that we will be 

starting the church in. We were surprised at how 
quickly this house felt familiar and like our home. 
We pray that this house will be a place where 
many people are welcomed in and where much 
ministry is done in the years to come. Our new 
address is:

Joe & Amy Flammer 
                                                        7 Fleur Lane 

                                                             Burwood 8083 
                                                             Christchurch, New Zealand

Marathon 
At the end of May/beginning of June New 
Zealand celebrates the Queen’s Birthday. One of 
the festivities that happens over this three day 
weekend is a Marathon in Christchurch. Joe, Nate, 
and I all decided last year to train for and run in 
the Queen’s Birthday Marathon. We all had a great 
time running in spite of the record cold 
temperatures and the rain, snow, and hail that we 
ran in. We met all kinds of interesting people with 
whom we ran.

Teaching 
Due to some problems with my teacher registration, it is taking longer than I 
hoped to get into some of the local primary schools. My registration is in the 
process up being updated and will hopefully be ready for me to use just a&er 
the winter holidays (early July)  in time to begin relieving for the third term. 

Coffee
I think that we are drinking more coffee 
now than we ever have! New Zealand is a 
culture where coffee is everywhere "ere 
are numerous coffee shops and cafes all 
around our house that are always packed 
with people. We have our staff meetings at 
the same coffee shop every week, Joe and 
Hamish study at the coffee shop, when we 
have reading or work to do, we go to one of the coffee shops. Our goal in this 
is to begin to become friends with the staff and also become known as 
‘regulars’ with the other ‘regulars’. 

South Paci$c Christian Fellowship
c/o Mindy Benne#

6 Natick Circle 
Rochester, IL 62563

joeandamy'ammer.com


